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JANUARY SERMONS 

1/3-“The Power of Communion” 

 John 6: 53-58 

(How we worship.) 
 

1/10–  “Loneliness” 
Matthew 11: 28-30 
(How to deal with feeling alone.) 
 

1/17–  “Hope” 

Romans 15: 13 

(Hope trumps disappointment.) 
   

  1/24–  “Blessings” 

 Ephesians 1: 3-8 

(What God gives to us.)  
 

 1/31- “A Failure to Understand” 

Isaiah 55: 8-9 

(Our ways are not God’s ways.) 

Branson Christian Church Staff & Board 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Allen Minor -  Minister 
Jackie Brown - Office Admin 
Rod Phillips - Music Director 
Annette Sain - Custodial Services 
 

Office Hours:  Mon –Wed 9am-2pm 
  Thurs. 9am-Noon 

BOARD OFFICERS 2021 
Johnie Groves - Board Chair 
Cindy Baldwin - Vice Chair 
Annette Sain - Treasurer 
Jean Mueller - Secretary 
Ginger Faragher - Financial Secretary 

      God Bless ! 

Praying for a better and healthy 
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The Story of the Chalice Logo  

 

The logo of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a red chalice 
with a white St. Andrew's Cross. The chalice represents the centrality 
of communion to the life of the church. The cross of Saint Andrew is a 
reminder of the ministry of each person and the importance of evan-
gelism, and recalls the denomination's Scottish Presbyterian ancestry.  

 

After the 1968 General Assembly, the Administrative Committee charged a sub-
committee with the task of proposing a symbol for the church. Hundreds of de-
signs were submitted, but none seemed right. By November the Deputy Gen-
eral Minister and President, William Howland, suggested that the committee's 
staff consultant and chairperson agree on a specific proposal and bring it back 
to the committee: that meant Robert L. Friedly of the Office of Interpretation and 
Ronald E. Osborn.  

 

On January 20, 1970, the two men sat down for lunch. With a red felt-tip pen, 
Osborn began to scrawl a Saint Andrew's cross circumscribed inside a chalice 
on his placemat. 

 

Immediately, Friedly dispatched the crude drawing to Bruce Tilsley, a commer-
cial artist and member of Central Christian Church of Denver, with the plea that 
he prepare an artistic version of the ideas. Tilsley responded with two or three 
sketches, from which was selected the now-familiar red chalice.  

 

Use of the proposed symbol became so prevalent that there was little debate 
when official adoption was considered at the 1971 General Assembly. The chal-
ice is a registered trademark of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Con-
gregations and ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are free 
to use the chalice in publications, web sites and other media.  

 

Because most congregations call themselves "Christian Churches," the chalice 
has become a simple way to identify Disciples of Christ Churches through sign-
age, letterhead, and other forms of publicity.  

 



 

 

              Announcements & Reminders 

 

Inclement Weather/Church Closing Information  
 

 Notification for cancelling Church Services will be done by E-Blast, 
information posted on KY3 cancellation list, Hometowndailynews.com  
(KRZK 106.3) cancellation list, Text Message, Facebook and Telephone  
Calling tree.  If you would like to receive a text message, please contact  
Bobbie Wydeen at bobster218@aol.com or 417-699-4728 to be put 
on the text message list if you haven’t done so. 
 

Blood Drive ~12pm-5pm 

February 5, 2021 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday 

Feb. 7 
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Pastor  Message  

 
As we look back on the year 2020 we remember many things that 
went wrong; however, there were many things that went right for 
our church. 
 
        After talking about putting our church service on the internet 
for the past couple of years, we finally did it due to the pandemic.  
March 15th was the last church service as the pandemic caused 

church services to be cancelled.  Our church staff began working from home.  
The very next Sunday I was excited to do our first “live stream” at home from 
my I-pad.  There were 368 views.  Baptismal classes for 6 young people were 
continued through FaceTime.  
 
        On April 3rd, we began filming the service (with no audience) and on April 
5th showed the service at 10:45 a.m.  There were 541 views.  On Easter morning 
our service drew 922 views which included the baptism of 6 young people who 
had finished their baptismal classes.  On May 31st, our church was reopened 
for regular church services and was available to be viewed online.        

 On September 27th, the Stained Glass in the sanctuary was unveiled revealing 
the artistic and painstaking work of Ron and Jan Bond.  The remodeling of the 
Fellowship Hall bathrooms is almost completed.  There were more events that 
have taken place but I am running out of room in this column.  
 
         Most of all, as the Pastor, I am very thankful to all of you as you have 
been extremely generous and kind.  On behalf of the entire church staff I pray 
God’s love will be with you as we enter into the Year 2021. 

See you in church, 

Pastor Minor 

 

Jeremiah 29:11  (NKJV) 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  

mailto:bobster218@aol.com


 

 

                       From the Board Chair 

Another year has come and gone; and what a year this has been. Our children and 
grandchildren will remember this one.  But even though the year brought unsettling 
events, it seemed to fly by. I'm sure it's just a matter of perception, but it appears to 
me that they're going by much faster than before. The year of 2020 was devastating 
to many people, but the hand of God was clearly working in the lives of His children. 
I’ve heard many testimonies of how ‘all things work together for good, to those who 
love God and are the called according to His purpose.’  
 
I would like to express my gratitude to all of you for your vote of confidence by in-
stalling me as board chair. I wasn't seeking this particular job, but Julie and I are al-
ways looking for ways that we might better serve God and the church.  I am well 
aware that the ultimate authority of this church is the congregation. I serve at your 
discretion. I am fortunate indeed to have people to lean on who have served before 
me. Jean Mueller has done a remarkable job as board chair the last couple of years. 
From my perspective, things are going remarkably well in our lovely church. We are 
blessed to have responsible people on the board and on the different committees do-
ing an excellent job.  
 
Our next board meeting will be held January 21, 2021, at 6:00 PM. Please plan to 
attend.  A quorum was satisfied in all the board meetings last year, and I sincerely ask 
all of you to continue this excellent trend. Thank you, church family. May God richly 
bless you!   
 
Johnie Groves 
Board Chair 
 

Kudos: 
• Jean Mueller for her dedication and many hours of service she has given while serving as 
Board Chair for the past two years. 

• Johnie Groves for filling in during Pastor Al's vacation and offering wonderful messages  
during the first two weeks of Advent. 

• Cindy Baldwin thanked everyone who sent cards and emails during their illness. 

• Johnie and Julie Groves for helping Bobbie and Russ Wydeen serve cookies and cocoa at the 
Adoration Parade. 
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“Souper Bowl Sunday” 
 
 
Project--January 
 
January 2021 is a new start for our outreach into the community, as well 
as the country, and world. We have experienced a dark time with the virus, but  
are optimistic while awaiting the distribution of a vaccine.  As I followed the  
Advent devotional, I was touched by one devotion most recently, that focused 
on John 23:46.  It says… "I have come into the world as light, so that whoever 
believes in me may not remain in darkness."  We as His followers need to be a 
light, leading others out of darkness.  I ask you that whatever outreach project 
you have enjoyed in the past, please continue to follow your heart with that.  
 
January is sort of a slow month for special offerings, but there are always needs 
around our community whether it be with food, shelter needs, offering comfort to 
others, or just simply showing compassion .  
 
Towards the end of the month we will promote the "Souper" Bowl  
project.  PLEASE bring cans of soup, and other groceries that would go with the 
soup to the church over the next few weeks this month. I know that many of you 
are not yet attending services, or classes, but if you still wish to donate,  you are 
welcome to send a donation that can be passed on to the collection for the 
cause. Be sure to designate whether you are supporting the North or the South. 
Above all, let’s focus on being a light to others.   
 
God bless you,  
Cindy Baldwin 

(Outreach Chairman) 

 

 

Outreach & Missions 



 

 

             Church Events 

Visit our website at: www.bransonchristianchurch.com 

Sunday, January  10 

BOARD OFFICERS 2021 
Johnie Groves - Board Chair 
Cindy Baldwin - Vice Chair 
Annette Sain - Treasurer 
Jean Mueller - Secretary 
Ginger Faragher - Financial Secretary 

Trustee:  

 Robert Baldwin    

 Jamie Haage 

Elders:  

 Johnie Groves 

 Julie Groves 

 Teena Sims 

 Cindy Baldwin 

 Pat Davis 

 Glenda Lewellen 

 Second Deacons: 

 Janet Minor 

 Jean Mueller 

 Mike Goff 

 Teresita Goff 

 Jolene Herington 

 Kathy Wood 
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Committee Reports 

 

 

 

Finance Report through November 2020 

Operating income NOVEMBER  $12,488.28 

Operating expense NOVEMBER     $9,834.55 

Year to date income                    $140,265.72 

Year to date expense                   $127,114.99 
 

   Online giving is available for your convenience  
      at the church website and Facebook page. 
             SAFE   ~    SECURE   ~   SIMPLE 

Worship Committee  

The next meeting is scheduled in Fellowship 
Hall on….. 
-Tuesday, Jan. 12 at 6pm - 
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me 
at:  
chrishedenberg54@gmail.com  
or 417-973-5342. 
 
Thanks - Chris Hedenberg -  
Worship Committee Chairman 

Vision Committee 

 
We are making good progress everyday with 
“The Restroom Upgrade” project.  It will be well 
worth the wait when it is all completed! 
Thank you for all of the help and support we 
have  received.  Your continued prayers are 
always appreciated.   
May 2021 bring good vision and God’s many 
blessings to all! 
 

Thank you,  

Tanya Armstrong 

Vision 100/2024 Committee 

A little progress 

each day adds up 

to Big Results! 

Membership Committee Report 
 
The Membership Committee 
served all the donated cookies 
and 10 gallons of hot cocoa at the 
Adoration Parade on Dec. 6!  
 
Despite COVID, it was a great 
turnout!  Many folks were happy to 
see Branson Christian Church  
participating!   
 
Thanks to all for donating  
cookies and a BIG thank you to 
Johnie and Julie Groves for  
helping Bobbie and Russ! 
 
Thanks & God Bless, 
Bobbie 

Proverbs 16:9 

A man’s heart plans his 
way, 
But the Lord directs 
his steps.  



 

 

All Services are video-taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
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28 
 
 

 
 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
  

30 
  
 

31 
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Second Sunday 
After Christmas 

4 
10:30-12:00  

DPS Mtg 

5 
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10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

  

7 

10 

 
Installation of Officers 

11 
 

 
 

12 
 

 
6pm -  

Worship Committee 
Mtg 

13 
 

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

  

14 
 
 

 

17 

  
 

18 
 

10:30-12:00  
DPS Mtg 

 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day 

19 
 

 
6pm –  

Finance Com. Mtg 

20 
 

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

  
 
 

21 
        

 
6pm 

Board Mtg
 

  
 
 

24 
 
 

____________________ 
31 

25 26 27 
 

10:30am – 12:00  
Bible Study 

  

 28 
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~ January Birthdays  

3-Jan  Jim Rice 

       4-Jan  Collin Delaney 

       5-Jan  Pastor Allen Minor 

     11-Jan  Harold J Baker 

     11-Jan  Robert Baker 

     15-Jan  Elle Pribble 

     18-Jan  Kylie Scott 

     18-Jan  Charlie Neff 

     21-Jan  Clint Cross 

     21-Jan  Rex Wood 

     23-Jan  Anita Brown 

     23-Jan  Jackie Brown 

     25-Jan  Joanne Gauwitz 

     25-Jan  Kirk Groves 

     28-Jan  Judy Adams 

     28-Jan  Mark Lindner 

~Anniversaries~ 

    Jan. 12             Jim & Sandy Rice 
    Jan. 21             Richard & Linda Keith 
    Jan. 22             Robert & Cindy Baldwin 
           

Serving in January 

Worship Leaders 

 3rd~     Judy Adams 

10th~    Stacy Eastridge 

17th~    Bobbie Wydeen 

24th~    Robbie Nelson 

31st~     Jamie Haage 

taped. Photos taken at church events may appear on the Church website or  Facebook. If you prefer not to have your photo online, please notify the church office. 

ALL SUNDAYS 

9:30am - Sunday School (Temp. Suspended) 

10:15am - Fellowship Time (Temp. Suspended) 

10:45am -  Worship 

Friday Saturday 

1 
 
     New Year’s Day 

2 
 

 

8 9 

 
 

 

15 

 
16 

 
6pm –  

Board Mtg 

  
 
 

22 

       
 

23 

29 30 
 
 


